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Foundations in Dance.


Prerequisite: Permission of instructor


Repeatable to a maximum of 12 hours

I.
Objectives

At the successful completion of this course the student will demonstrate:

· the ability to apply and refine techniques 

· rhythmic skills and abilities characteristic of tap dancing

· the ability to learn and perform intermediate tap combinations

· an understanding of the historical and socio-cultural origins of tap along with additional knowledge of a figure or period in tap history

II.
Course Content and Procedure

Material is presented by means of demonstration and discussion.  Practice and repetition are the primary means of learning technique, and are followed by correction and clarification.  Historical, social and cultural aspects are integrated through out this process.  The content and procedure also includes:



A.
Warm-up, i.e., a series of specific exercises designed to develop strength, stamina and rhythmic skills.  These include:




Fundamentals:

· touches or taps

· slaps or flaps or shuffles

· digs

· shim sham and variations

· heel work, i.e., cramp rolls and variations





South American way and variations





Pull backs





Wings

· riffs:  basic to multiple



B.
Combinations, i.e., the sequencing of intermediate level skills in a continuous movement phrase.  These include:

· soft shoe and variations

· time steps:  basic to complex

· jazz music forms

· percussion forms:  tacit, regular, or syncopated

· theatrical forms



C.
Stylization

III.
Requirements
· regular attendance and participation, including concert attendance

· proper attire and shoes (as defined by instructor)

· promptness

· completion of outside assignments such as:  journal, short research paper, creative project, concert paper

IV.
Grading
· attendance/concert attendance/quality of outside assignments
80%

· degree of personal progress in relation to individual potential
20%

 (Absence from more than 10% of class meetings will affect grade)

Grade Equivalents:

Percentage
Letter
94-100

A

90-93

A-

86-89

B+

83-85

B 

80-82

B-

76-79

C+

73-75

C

70-72

C-

66-69

D+

60-65

D

   
0-59                    E
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Academic Misconduct (rule 3335-31-02) is defined as “ … any activity which tends to compromise the academic integrity of the institution, or subvert the educational process.” Please refer to rule 3335-31-02 in the student code of conduct for examples of academic misconduct.

Please inform the instructor about any physical concerns that may impact your performance in this class. If you get injured over the course of the quarter, please make an appointment with the health center or with a doctor to evaluate your condition. I would also appreciate hearing from anyone who has a special need, which may be the result of a disability. To register a documented disability, please call the Office of Disability Services (located in 150 Pomerene Hall) at 292-3307; or 292-0901 TDD.

The escort service is available for students enrolled in evening courses.  The phone number is 292-3322.
Topical Outline

Week 1:
Introduction to course and warm-up series

Week 2:
Funk styles vs. traditional “Broadway” tap



Hip hop connections, riffs, cramp rolls, differentials

Week 3:
Introduction to improvisation: basic rhythms



Investigation of personal style/improvisational voice

Week 4:
Variations and rhythmic connections



Drawback digs, cincinnatis, perididdles, shim-shams

Week 5:
Rhythmic exploration, Body percussion, Complex syncopation



Video: Fascinating Rhythm: The Story of Tap
Week 6:
Structured improvisation: complicating the rhythm



Pullbacks, single pullbacks, shiggy-bops, wings

Week 7:
Blending cultural forms: dissecting the dance



Tap connections to other dance forms: vintage jazz, Irish

Week 8:
Developing tap choreography from improvisation



Small group exercise: exploring repetition and rhythmic dynamic




Due: Research paper; brief history of tap dance

Week 9:
Rehearsal process and preparing tap for the stage



Analyzing tap steps toward precision

Week 10:
Performance and reflection



Informance (end of quarter performance)

